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Abstract

The fact that the fall in growth rate in per capita income in relation to non-
increasing productivity levels after a certain threshold in developing
countries is called “middle income trap”. In most of the cases, the fall in
productivity is explained by the matured technology used in the accumulated
capital in urban areas, by the limited qualifications of human capital and by
the transformation of industries to a more unqualified labor abundant
structure. When this issue is investigated in Turkey, relatively limited
increase in fixed capital investment for long years with respect to various
similar countries, arise as another factor to explain the trap. In addition, the
regional diversification in terms of development level in Turkey, in other
words the fragmented structure of the national economy —observed as
feeding relatively more productive and richer regions by the cheap labor
force and raw materials of poor regions- causes the “trap” to turn into a
vicious circle.

In this study, impacts of particularly the regional diversification in human
capital and relatively low fixed capital investment on middle income trap is
analyzed by focusing on regional value added. In the analyses a panel data
set at NUTS 2 level is used and the econometric analyses are carried out by
geographically weighted regression. Hence, while the relative significance of
regional diversification in human capital and fixed capital investment is
derived relevant messages are created for policy makers at NUTS 2 level by
basing on empirical evidence.
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Bolgesel Farklilagmadan Orta Gelir Tuzagina Cikarimlar:
Tiirkiye igin Cografi Olarak Agirliklandirilmis Regresyon
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Oz

Verimlilik dizeyindeki azalmaya bagli olarak gelismekte olan ilkelerde kisi
basina diisen gelirin artis hizinin giderek yavaslamasi ve belirli bir diizeyde
sabitlenmesi "orta gelir tuzag" olarak adlandiriimaktadir. Verimlilikte goriilen
azalma kentlerde yigilan sermayenin giderek olgunlasan teknoloji kullanmasi,
beseri sermayenin gelismemesi ve vasifsiz isglicii yogun bir istihdam yapisina
donlismesi ile agiklanmaktadir. Konu Tirkiye ekonomisi baglaminda
incelendiginde, uzun vyillardir sanayilesmis ulkelere kiyasla oldukga disiik
seyreden sabit sermaye yatirimlari da yukarida anilan faktorlere ek bir faktor
olarak ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Bununla birlikte Tirkiye’de bolgesel gelismislik
farkhhklari, bir baska ifade ile, ulusal ekonominin pargalanmis goérinimu
goreli olarak yoksul bolgelerin ucuz isgiicli ve hammadde ile daha uretken ve
zengin bolgeleri beslemesine ve bolgesel farklilasmanin bir kisir dongii haline
gelmesine yol agmaktadir.

Bu calisma, Ozellikle beseri sermaye alaninda bolgesel farklilasma ile goreli
olarak dusiuk seyreden sabit sermaye vyatirimlarinin orta gelir tuzagina
etkilerini bolgesel katma deger Uzerinde odaklanarak incelemektedir.
Calismada, Dizey 2 bolgelerine iliskin panel veri kullanilirken, ekonometrik
model cografi olarak agirliklandiriimis regresyon teknigi ile tahmin
edilmektedir. Boylece, beseri sermaye alaninda boélgesel farklilasma ile sabit
sermaye yatirimlarinin goreli dnemi ortaya cikarilirken, politika yapicilara
Diizey 2 bolgeleri bazinda bulgu verilmektedir.
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